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1. On 18 October 1948 Vice-President famiel Sotorayor y Luna warned President 
Plaza that the Conservative Party had been anvroiched by certain tiberals 
and leftists in Guayaquil to join a consniracy against the present adminis 
tration. This groun claims thit they have the support of the majority of" 
units in the Second Division of the Army in Guayaquil, in a?°ition to.the 
support of other units scattered throurhout the country. Sotomayor, a 
Conservitive, assured Galo Plaza Lasso that his party had declined the invi- 
tation to nartictoate in any subversive action arainst the Government. 


25X1X 2. Plaza, is steadily losing Support 
from the Armed Forces, eir srievances stem from the following: 


a. The nronosed reduction of the irmed Force butret. 


be The pronosed reorganization of the ‘rmed Forces and the reshuf*ling of 
ton personnel. 


ec. The pronosed plan to use the irmy for road building. 


d. Anprehension by Army leaders that Plaza will build up the Cuardia Civil at 
the expense of the Arvy in order to vrovide 2 counterbolance to the 
political weircht of the Arry. 


3. According to another source, although Plaza may be losing support in the Arny, 
there is no 'mown defecticen of the irme’d Forces in the Guayaquil area at this 
time. On the contrary, the Communist leaders are very mich concerned over 
their weak position within the irmei Forces and are increasing their efforts 
to venetrate the lower ranks in the coastal region. Simon Zambrano, a 
Com-unist charred with the nenetration of the Armed Forces, informed Enrique 
Gil Gilbert on 13 October thit he had had no success to Jate. 
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